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MOTION: FEDERAL BUDGET, BACKPACKER TAX 

Mr KRAUSE (Beaudesert—LNP) (12.35 pm): I have heard it all now: Leanne Donaldson, 
member for Bundaberg, grower of veggies in her backyard and defender of farmers! This is an 
opportunistic, politically motivated and hypocritical motion coming from this Labor government that has 
completely abandoned any pretence of supporting business, especially agricultural businesses, in 
Queensland. It is this group of people sitting opposite who want to impose draconian vegetation 
management laws, criminalising farmers and putting in place laws which will criminalise normal, 
responsible, common-sense vegetation management. Every day this government is making it harder 
for people to do business in Queensland and moving this motion beggars belief, but the hypocrisy of 
those opposite knows no bounds. 

This motion broadly reflects representations I have been making for months to the federal 
government through various federal MPs. I commend the hard work of federal coalition MPs like Scott 
Buchholz, the member for Wright, and others who have fiercely taken up this issue. We understand that 
new taxes on businesses are bad for the economy. We understand that taxing businesses is no way to 
grow the economy. Thousands of tourism businesses will benefit from the federal government’s 
measures in last week’s budget to cut company tax for businesses with a turnover of up to $10 million. 
In addition to that, the Turnbull government is delivering record funding of $629 million over four years 
to Tourism Australia—the government agency marketing Australia to the world. Both of these are terrific 
measures that will bring jobs and growth to the tourism sector. It is an exciting time to be in tourism, 
with terrific growth occurring across the sector as a result of a lower Australian dollar and overseas 
markets for inbound tourism being developed. The coalition in Canberra and our LNP team here in 
Queensland will get Queensland moving. 

Let us be clear about this so-called backpacker tax. We acknowledge the concerns of the tourism 
industry about this issue and it is a situation which is currently under review. Consultation with industry 
groups, including the NFF, is striving to deliver a sustainable outcome for farmers and workplace visitors 
and the tourism industry. As reported in today’s Courier-Mail, the Minister for Agriculture has stated that 
it is a complex issue, but there will be a solution. Based on DFAT modelling, the expected impact on 
tourism under the new system will be minimal as Australia remains an attractive and safe holiday 
destination for European travellers. I know well the benefits afforded to communities up and down the 
state by having working holiday makers as tourists and workers. Every year in my home town of Boonah 
we have many backpackers working in local industries, picking and packing vegetables and putting 
money back into the local economy. They are also tourists, contributing to the Gold Coast, to the rest 
of Queensland and to Australia when they are not working. 

We understand the concerns. We in this House should always be looking at ways to grow the 
tourist sector by keeping taxes low and cutting green and red tape to get new projects going. It was the 
former LNP government that delivered the Queen’s Wharf project for Brisbane and fired tourism up in 
Queensland under the stewardship of the former minister for tourism. We delivered DestinationQ to 
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bring together all parts of the tourism sector after years of neglect and we have them travelling in the 
same direction. We restored confidence to the economy by keeping government spending under control 
and giving businesses of all types, including the tourism sector, the confidence to invest and grow. Our 
economy, and in particular the tourism sector, simply cannot afford another Labor government in 
Canberra. Bill Shorten’s carbon tax—and that is his policy—will kill confidence in the economy and drive 
the costs of doing business through the roof. The impacts of a job-destroying carbon tax will dwarf any 
effect from issues mentioned in this motion. Let us never forget that the very reason the federal 
government is looking to raise more revenue in some places is because of the mismanagement of the 
comrades in Canberra of those sitting opposite. 

I ask members to remember the $20 billion surplus that was left to us by Howard. It is gone. The 
$40 billion in the bank that was left us by Howard was squandered away over six disastrous years. You 
give lots of money to the Labor Party and they squander it. Then the LNP has to come in to fix the mess. 
The Labor Party, state and federally, want to introduce a carbon tax and destroy confidence in the 
economy. Bill Shorten and his Labor mates across the chamber want to impose a carbon tax that the 
Australian people have rejected time and time again.  

We understand the concerns of the tourism sector, we understand the concerns of the agricultural 
sector, but we will not be lectured to by those economic vandals sitting opposite and their comrades in 
Canberra. Only the LNP and the Turnbull coalition government in Canberra have a plan to deliver jobs 
and growth to all hardworking Australians. 

 


